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How are beginnings
construed linguistically?



source: https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/01/25/nation/2-hikers-rescued-after-one-lost-his-shoes-started-freeze/

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/01/25/nation/2-hikers-rescued-after-one-lost-his-shoes-started-freeze/


“First three EU 
countries [have] 

begun vaccinating
against corona 

virus”

source: https://nos.nl/artikel/2362127-eerste-drie-eu-landen-begonnen-met-vaccineren-tegen-coronavirus.html

https://nos.nl/artikel/2362127-eerste-drie-eu-landen-begonnen-met-vaccineren-tegen-coronavirus.html


source: https://www.dvhn.nl/groningen/Fotoserie-Overbodig-of-niet-
Groningers-en-Drenten-slaan-aan-het-hamsteren-25457381.html

“People in Groningen 
and Drenthe start 
hoarding groceries

[lit. hit at the hoard]”

https://www.dvhn.nl/groningen/Fotoserie-Overbodig-of-niet-Groningers-en-Drenten-slaan-aan-het-hamsteren-25457381.html


Dik (1997:221ff.): 
“phases of 

development”
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Examples

Read/Know the answer

Eat/Look at the slice of pie

Search for/Find the keys

Vendler parameters (±)

DYNAMICITY (dynamic/stative)

TELICITY (telic/atelic)

DURATIVITY (durative/punctual)

Vendler (1967)



Situation
Type [±DYNAMIC] [±TELIC] [±DURATIVE] Examples

State — — + Susan knew the answer

Activity + — + Peter searched for his keys

Accomplishment + + + Hamza ate the pie

Achievement + + — Peter found his keys

Semelfactive + — — Susan knocked on the door

Smith (1997)
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Thanks for watching!
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